DEEP SEABED MINING — PUBLIC COMMENT cloudyclimate.org, December 30, 2025

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) is reviewing applications from The
Metals Company (TMC USA) for a license to conduct seabed mining exploration activities within the
Clarion-Clipperton Zone (CCZ). Public comments are part of this process.

There are two applications. Click Application A or Application B to download it.
e Application A: amended application received 7/27/2025.
e Application B: second amended application received 7/28/2025.

Written comments must be received by February 23, 2026. All public written comments must be
submitted via the government e-portal links provided. Submit comments on Application A or Application
B or submit two comments to respond to both.

To enter your comment: Click the link:

e For TMC USA Application A, submit all public written comments via the Federal regulations.gov e-
Portal at https://www.regulations.gov/docket/NOAA-NOS-2025-0702

e For TMC USA Application B, submit all public written comments via the Federal regulations.gov e-
Portal at https://www.regulations.gov/docket/NOAA-NOS-2025-1330

Then click the blue button Open for Comments.
Then click the Comment button.

Note that your personal information (e.g. name, address) will be publicly accessible; do not submit
confidential or sensitive data. (Enter N/A if you wish to remain anonymous.)

Oral comments can be made at virtual public hearings via Adobe Connect, on January 27 or January 28,
2026. Attendance is limited to 1000 for each date; therefore, register for one hearing only. Indicate when
you register that you want to speak. At the hearing, you will be asked to refer to Application A or B or
both. Speakers have three minutes, on a first come/first served basis. NOAA will not respond to oral
comments or questions. Hearings will be recorded and transcribed, including names provided by each
speaker.

e Use this link to register for either hearing, to receive an Adobe Connect link to the hearing.
link: https://noaabroadcast.adobeconnect.com/evxcqr87egzq/event/event info.html.

The complete instructions are available at the Federal Register website HERE.
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DEEP-SEA MINING - BACKGROUND

Polymetallic nodules are targets of deep-sea mining. These potato-sized accretions of manganese, nickel,
copper, cobalt are strewn across abyssal plains and are especially rich in the Clarion-Clipperton Zone
(CCZ), a 1.7-million-square-mile stretch from Hawaii to Mexico. The nodules form very slowly, over
millions of years, and are not just rocks but rich ecosystems.[1]

Proponents of deep-sea mining say minerals are needed for green technology and can lessen the need for
damaging terrestrial mining, with little environmental impact underwater. But deep-sea mining is not
needed, not easy, and not risk-free. Too little is known about the deep sea to say what might be lost.
Perhaps 90% of CCZ species are new to science.[2] A moratorium is backed by many scientists and at
least 48 countries.[3]

ARGUMENTS AGAINST DEEP SEA MINING[4]

e The mining process involves a seafloor collector, vertical transport to a surface vessel, and discharge
of sediments and water back into the ocean. There would be direct damage to the seabed and its life .
Carbon stored in the seafloor could be disturbed. Sediment plumes and noise could harm delicate
animals in midwater ecosystems that are key to ocean food webs and carbon export.[5]

Long-term effects are hard to predict, but habitat and diversity loss could linger for decades.[6]

e There are technical and financial challenges to operating heavy machinery in the deep sea.[7]

e Other terrestrial sources of minerals exist. Recycling can improve. Evolving technology may turn to
alternate minerals.[8]
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